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Date of Hearing: July 12, 2017

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTABILITY AND ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW
Susan Talamantes Eggman, Chair
SJR 6 (Pan) — As Introduced March 22, 2017

SENATE VOTE: 36-0
SUBJECT: AmeriCorps

SUMMARY: Calls on the United States Congress to protetttsastain full funding for the
Corporation for National and Community Service (C(the federal entity that administers the
national service program known as AmeriCorps. Bigatly, thisresolution:

1) Makes numerous legislative findings related toithpact of AmeriCorps on communities
and on the lives of the members who serve, inclythe following:

a) More than 23,000 people of all ages and backgroarelbelping to meet local needs,
strengthen communities, and increase civic engagetneugh national service in
California at more than 3,200 locations throughbetstate;

b) This year, the CNCS committed more than $128 mniltm support California
communities;

c) National service programs represent a smart invastfor the nation and for the State of
California because, with every $1.00 invested itional service, there is a return to
society of $3.95 in terms of higher earnings, narput, and other community-wide
benefits; and,

d) Since 1994, more than 130,000 California resideat® served more than 160 million
hours and benefited millions of Californians witieir selfless dedication and
commitment to service.

2) Recognizes AmeriCorps members, both past and gregeo have made the commitment to
serve our state and our country and thanks theri&or service.

3) Urges the U.S. Congress to protect and sustairfiuiading for the CNCS to ensure the
continuation of critically needed services, expapgdortunities, and save taxpayer dollars
through essential national service programs likeeAGorps.

FISCAL EFFECT: None

COMMENTS: The CNCS was established in 1993 to manage Aogus and other national
service programs. Its mission is to connect Anagrscof all ages and backgrounds with
opportunities to give back to their communities &melr nation. Through AmeriCorps, millions
of Americans are engaged in meeting critical comitygureeds through a variety of service
projects in six priority areas: disaster servieggnomic opportunity, education, environmental
stewardship, healthy futures, and veterans andamjlfamilies.

According to the author, in late March, the Trumgministration's first federal budget for the
fiscal year that begins in October proposed toiakte the CNCS and to provide funding only
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for its orderly shutdown. The author states thatTrump Administration's budget documents
contend that “Funding community service and subBidithe operation of nonprofit
organizations is outside the role of the Federaldgament." However, the author maintains
that "programs like AmeriCorps administered throtlgh CNCS have a profound positive
impact on the communities that they serve and tia@where civic engagement is under attack,
it is imperative that California and the nation ttone to invest in service projects through
AmeriCorps that aim to make our communities bétter.

According to a May 2017 New York Times article detl "Trump's Plan to Cut National
Service Programs Breaks Decades of Tradition,&NES is one of the few federal agencies
with a bipartisan board. A survey conducted indDet 2015 by TargetPoint Consulting also
found that 83% of voters, regardless of politidéliation, strongly support investing federal
dollars in national service. CNCS's 2017 fiscalnjaudget of $1.03 billion represents less than
.03% of the federal budget.

The sponsor, Child Abuse Prevention Center, adatsthins resolution is intended to urge
Congress to ensure that one administration doesnu#rmine decades of volunteerism and
good work in communities throughout California dhd nation.

REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION:
Support

Child Abuse Prevention Center (sponsor)
Opposition

None on file.

Analysis Prepared by: Cassie Royce / A. & A.R. /(916) 319-3600



